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We’ve put another glorious tech-year behind us. It is incredible how cheap computers have become. There were Black Friday deals for Windows PC for $200. Yes, they are low-end for Windows, but they’re good enough for many people. Non-Windows computers for under $50 are now being integrated into many things, like Smart TVs and video streaming sticks. Of course, a high-end PC, like a car, can be any price, but excellent high-end PCs are incredibly cheap by historical standards.

Computers are getting small. As a matter of fact, the limiting factor in size has become the human interface. This past year, we saw real computers that fit in watches, USB sticks, and even the temple of eyeglasses. These smallest computers don’t run Windows, but that’s not because they lack the power. Windows isn’t optimized for the functions of these tiny computers.

Computers are getting more functions. As with size and price, changes in function are more incremental than fundamental. We started hearing lot about something called Augmented Reality this past year. This is where you where you look at the world through a computer screen overlay, creating the potential to see the world anyway you want to see it. One crude way to accomplish this is with goggles that hold focusing lenses and a Smartphone in front of your eyes, providing ether Augmented Reality or fully immersive Virtual Reality. This is something I really hope to see demonstrated at ICON, soon.

The world is becoming more connected. 2015 saw data/internet bottlenecks melting away. T-Mobile started offering unlimited free streaming of the greatest data hog of all, video, showing that data caps are really just excuses to create more expensive tiered pricing plans. (Data caps do little to alleviate traffic at times of peak usage.) This reflects that even cell towers have gotten to the point where providing video to the masses isn’t a problem.

Computers are getting easier. Every new thing is a learning curve, but those curves are getting much smaller than the curves of the past. Microsoft has brought its personal assistant, Cortana, to Windows and many things can now be accomplished by just talking to the computer in natural language.

Wow, this was an impressive year. The tech industry always excites me with new things. It’s a sure bet that these trends will continue. How cheap does a PC need to be before some of you will give up your Windows XP machines? A new PC might pay for itself in electricity savings.

